With the media delivering daily reports of escalating political radicalism in the Middle-
East combined with the injuries and losses of life suffered by our military personnel and,
closer to home, the ongoing drought and dire forecasts of economic gloom that,
depending on the commentator, may include the specter of a possible recession; it is
tempting to overlook the fact that in the midst of these very real travails we are none-
the-less living in the freest nation on Earth, a nation that is still experiencing an era of
prosperity unparalleled in the history of civilization and that the most economically
disadvantaged families in our school community enjoy a quality of life that was
inconceivable for most in our country just a few decades ago and is still a distant
aspiration for the vast majority of the world’s population.

As you prepare for the Thanksgiving holiday and reflect upon all that we have to be
thankful for, I would invite you to join me in re-reading the timeless wisdom contained
in President Lincoln’s proclamation establishing Thanksgiving as a public holiday and,
in particular, to found your thankful prayers upon the simple truth that:

“No human counsel hath devised nor hath any mortal hand worked out these
great things. They are the gracious gifts of the Most High God,
who, while dealing with us in anger for our sins, hath nevertheless remembered
mercy.”

Have a wonderful Thanksgiving.
Kind regards,
Gareth N. Genner
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Jke year that is drawin 1g towards its close, has been ﬁffer[ with the blessin 195 ofs



ﬁuz’tf'uf ﬁeftﬁf and /feaft/;fuf skies. Jo these bounties, whick are so con&ttmtfy
enjoyec[ that we are  prone teo ﬁrjet the source ﬁom which t/l‘%}/ come, others have
been added, whick are o]p S0 eactraorc[z'nar:}/ a nature, that t%y cannot ﬁz’f to
penetrate and . Jofien even the heart which is Faﬁz’tuaffy insensible to the ever
Watc/zfuf providence gp %fméy/fty God: In the midst (?f a civil war (?f
uneyuaffer[ magnitude and. severity, which has sometimes seemed to ]Coreg'yn
Dtates to invite and to JoroVoEe their aggression, peace has been preserved with
all nations, order has been maintained, the Jaws have been respected and oﬁe:}/ec[,
and /farmony has Jorevaz'fec[ ever:}/u//fere except in the theatre ij mz’fz'tm:}/
conf]i'ct,‘ while that theatre has been jreatfy contracted b:}/ the advancing armies
and navies c?f\ the Union. Wgec[fuf diversions (3][\ wealth and c?f Jtrenjt/f ﬁom
the ﬁefc[;v <y[' Joeaceypuf z'nc[u&h:}/ to the national c[éfénce /m'c _Z have not arrested’
the Jafouj/f, the shuttle, or the J/fz(']o,’ the axe had enfmje(f the borders gp our
settlements, and the mines, as well oJC iron and coal as of' the  precious metals,
have yiefclét[ even more aﬁunzﬁmt{}/ than ﬁderet(‘pfore. gjo(]aufation has Jteat[ify
increased, notW‘z’t/f&tant[i'nj the waste that has been made in the camp, the stege
and the lfattfe—fz‘efc[} and the country, rg]'oz'cz'nj in the consciousness ?]C
augmented Jtrenjt/; and vigor, is permitted to expect continuance (ff “years,
with fmje increase c?f ﬁeec&»m.

W; fuman counsel hath devised nor hath any mortal hand worked out these

_great t/tdz'njw. /! ﬁ‘(,;:}/ are the jracz'ous j?ﬁa‘ # the j‘ZZJt ?fzjg/; Z-ZO([; who, while
tléafz'nj with us in anger J%r our sins, hath nevertheless remembered- mercy.

Jt Fras seemed to me ﬁt and- proper that t/t‘(’::}/ should be Jofemnfy, reverentfy and’
jrﬂgf‘uf& ack‘nowfec{yet[ as with one heart and voice b:}/ the whole %men'can



Jaeg]o/é. I deo t/fereff»re invite my féffow citizens in every part of the United
Dtates, and also those whe are at sea and those who are J(Z]'ournz'nj in férez'yn
Jands, to set apart and observe the Jast T} /;uro“t[ay (f %,vemﬁer next, as a cfc{}/ ojp
7ﬁan£giﬁnj and’ gjraz'a‘e to our [feneflcent Father whe dwelleth in the
%avena. %n([ j recommend to them that while <ﬁérz’nj up the ascriptions
J'ua‘tfj/ due to %:m ﬁr such. m’njufar deliverances and’ lffe&m’njw, t/;ee}/ do also,
with fumble  penitence fér our national [ perverseness and discbhedience,
commend to his tender care all those who have become widows, 07(79/;07149,
MOUTNETS OT Juj%rer& in the Jamentable civi/ Jtrz'fé in which we are unm/oz'c[ab-fy
enjzgecf, and’ férvent[y z'mJafore the interposition Of‘ the %fm{yﬁ%}/ 7;6171([ to
heal the wounds c?f the nation and to restore it as soon as may be consistent with

the ﬂiw'ne  purposes to the fu/f enjoyment <y[' peace, Farmony, trtmquz'fz't}/ and
Urnion.

%1 te&tz'mony W/tdereof,‘ j fave fereunto set my fand, and caused the seal of' the
United Dtates to be gﬁqacet[:

eﬁone at the cz@/ (yp %J/;injton, this third Jay Of‘ October, in the year oJC our
Lord one thousand ez’y/ft fundred and. m'acé}ht/zdree, and ojp the z'nc[é(}oenc[énce c?f
the United Dtates the ez’y/z?}/—eéy/ft/;.

%ﬁraﬁ am Iz'ncofn



